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Table 4. Population: 1790 to 1990
[For information conceming historical counts, see "tser Notes.” For definitions of terms and meanings of symbols, see text]
United States Urban Rural Percent of total population
Umted States Change from preceding Number of Change from preceding Change from preceding
Urban and Rural census census census
places of
2,500 or
Total population Population Percent more Population Population Percent Population | Popufation Percent Urban Rural
Current urban definition:
1990 (Ar. 1) ccmammm e mae 248 709 873 |22 167 674 98 8 510 187 053 487 |20 002 495 120 61 656 386 {2 161 573 3.6 75.2 248
1980 {Apr. 1) r226 542 199 |23 240 168 14 7 749 167 050 992 | 17 404 375 116 59 494 813 |5 929 54 1.4 737 263
1970 (Apr. 1} 203 302 031 |23 978 856 134 6 433 r149 p46 617 |24 377 867 185 | r53 585 309 -488 116 -9 736 263
1960 {Apr. 1) 179 323 1756 |27 997 377 185 5445 125 268 750 |28 421 933 293 54 045 425 -424 556 -8 69.9 30.1
1950 (Apr. 1) 151 325 798 |19 161 229 145 4 307 96 846 817 54 478 981 64.0 36.0
Previous urban definition:
1960 (Apr. 1} 179 323 175 {27 997 377 18.5 5023 113 063 593 {22 935 399 254 66 259 582 |5 061 878 8.3 63.1 369
1950 (Apr. 1 151 325 798 |19 161 229 145 4 077 80 128 194 |15 422 856 206 61 197 604 |3 738 373 6.5 59.6 404
1940 (Apr. 1 132 164 569 8 961 945 73 3 485 74 705 338 5 544 738 8.0 57 459 231 {3 417 206 6.3 565 435
1930 {Apr. 1) 123 202 624 |17 181 087 16.2 3183 69 160 599 | 14 907 317 215 54 042 025 |2 273 770 44 56.1 439
1920 (Jan. 1) 106 021 537 | 13 793 041 15.0 2728 54 253 282 |12 189 281 290 51 768 255 |1 603 760 32 512 488
1910 (Apr. 15) 92 228 49 |16 016 328 210 2 269 42 064 001 |11 849 169 39.2 50 164 495 {4 176 159 9.1 45.6 544
1900 (June 1) - 76 212 168 | 13 232 402 21.0 1 743 30 214 832 8 108 567 367 45 997 336 |5 123 835 125 396 604
1890 {June 1) 62 979 766 | 12 790 557 255 1 351 22 106 265 7 976 530 56.5 40 873 501 |4 814 027 134 351 649
1880 (June 1) 50 189 209 | 11 630 838 302 940 14 129 73§ 4 227 374 427 36 059 474 |7 403 464 258 282 718
1870 (June 1) 38 558 371 7 115 050 228 863 9 902 361 3 685 843 593 28 656 010 |3 429 207 13.6 257 743
1860 (June 1) 31 443 321 8 251 445 356 392 6 216 518 2 642 022 738 25 226 803 |5 609 423 286 19.8 80.2
1850 {Jure 1} - 23 191 876 6 128 523 359 1237 3 574 496 1729 444 937 | r19 617 380 |4 399 082 288 154 846
1840 {June 1) 17 063 353 4 202 651 2.7 131 1 845 055 717 808 83.7 15 218 298 |3 484 843 297 10.8 89.2
1830 (June 1) 12 860 702 3222 249 334 90 1127 247 433 992 626 11 733 455 |2 788 257 3.2 88 912
1820 (Aug. 7} 9 638 453 2 398 572 331 61 693 255 167 796 319 8945 198 |2 230 776 332 72 928
1810 (Aug. 6) 7 239 881 1931 398 364 46 525 459 203 088 63.0 6 714 422 |1 728 310 347 73 927
1800 {Aug. 4) 5 308 483 1 379 269 351 3 322 311 120 716 599 4 986 112 |1 258 553 338 6.1 939
1790 (Aug. 2) 3929 214 24 201 655 3 727 559 5.1 949
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U.S. Census Bureau
1990 Census | Census 2000 Gateway

Historical Census Reports - Contains historical census reports in PDF for 1790-1860, 1990, and 2000.

Measuring America: The Decennial Censuses From 1790 to 2000 - Contains questionnaires and instructions, plus individual histories of each census.

Historical Statistics of the U.S. - Contains statistical abstracts from Colonial Times to 1970

United States

1790 to 1990

land area Source: 1990 Census of Population and Housing, "1990 Population and Housing Unit Counts: United States", (CPH-2).

L . k 1. Population, Housing Units, Area Measurements, and Density [PDF 16k] Includes total population, percent change, housing units and density, and total area and
th

Census. Source: 1990 Census of Population and Housing, "1990 Population and Housing Unit Counts: United States”, (CPH-2). NOTE: An error in the 1960 rural
population count was discovered after the publication of CPH-2-1 from the 1990 Census. The correct 1960 rural population using the ‘Current urban definition’ is
54,054,425. .

1 ; 2. Urban and Rural Populations [PDF 16k] Includes total United States, urban, and rural populations, percent change, and the percent of urban and rural population by

3. Mean Center of Population of the United States [PDF 14k] Two tables showing the latitude, longitude and approximate geographic location of the mean and median
centers of population from 1790 to 1990. Includes total United States, urban, and rural populations, percent change, and the percent of urban and rural population
by Census. Source: 1990 Census of Population and Housing, 1990 Population and Housing Unit Counts: United States", (CPH-2).

4. Statistical Abstract of the United States The Statistical Abstract contains historical census data in the section containing Population Data.

1850 to 1990

5. Historical Census Statistics on the Foreign-born Population of the United States A report comparing native and foreign born populations for selected censuses.
Topics include: age and sex, nativity, citizenship status, race and Hispanic origin, and languages spoken at home. Includes background discussion and references.
Source: Population Division Working Paper No. 29

1950 to 1990

6. 1990 Population and Housing Unit Counts: United States (CPH-2) [PDF 17M] Includes: Urban and Rural Housing Units (Table 5). Source: 71990 Census of
Population and Housing. :

1960 to 1990

http://www.census.gov/population/www/censusdata/hiscendata.html 9/13/2007
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7. Means of Transportation to Work [TXT 7k] Source: 1990 Census of Population (STF3C), 1980 Census of Population, "General Social and Economic Characteristics,
United States Summary”, 1970 Census of Population, "Characteristics of the Population, United States Summary”, and 7960 Census of Population, "Characteristics
of the Population, United States Summary".

1970 to 1990

8. 1990 Population and Housing Unit Counts: United States (CPH-2) [PDF 17M] Includes: Population and Housing Units for Areas (Table 1). Source: 1990 Census of
Population and Housing.

1980 to 1990

9. Journey To Work and Place Of Work Tables related to how people get to work, the length of time getting to work, where they work, and if they use a carpoot.

10. 1990 Population and Housing Unit Counts: United States (CPH-2) [PDF 17M] Includes: Population, Housing Units and Land Area (Table 6). Source: 1990 Census of
Population and Housing.

11. Top 25 American Indian Tribes [TXT 4k] Source: 1990 Census of Population, "Characteristics of American Indians by Tribe and Language”, (CP-3-7).
States, Regions, United States
1900 to 2000

12. Demographic Trends in the 20th Century [PDF] (CENSR-4) A Census 2000 Special Report. Provides graphical and tabular summaries of population and housing
trends based on data items collected on the short-form questionnaire (100-percent data items) in Census 2000. Covers the major subject areas of population size,
growth, geographic distribution, age, sex, race and ethnic composition, housing, and households. Text includes 86 figures (including 13 state-level maps) and 5 text
tables. Appendix A includes 16 detailed tables with more data for each decade.

1940 to 2000

13. A half-century of learning: historical census statistics on educational attainment in the united states, 1940 to 2000 (PHC-T-41) In 1940, educational attainment was
collected for every person enumerated in the census (i.e., 100% data) and on a sample basis thereafter. At the national level, this report includes tables that show
rates of educational attainment by age, sex, race, and Hispanic origin. At the regional and state levels, educational attainment data are shown by sex, race, and
Hispanic origin. The tables show two attainment levels: the percent of the population 25 years and over with a high school diploma or more education and the
percent with a bachelor’'s degree or more.

States, Divisions, Regions, United States

1790 to 1990

14. 1990 Population and Housing Unit Counts: United States (CPH-2) [PDF 17M] Includes: Apportionment of Membership of the House of Representatives (Table 3),
Decennial Rates of Change in Population (Table 18), Percent Distribution of the Population (Table 20), and Urban and Rural Population (Table 23). Source: 1990

http://www.census.gov/population/www/censusdata/hiscendata.html 9/13/2007
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Census of Population and Housing.

15. Population [PDF 36k] Source: 1990 Census of Population and Housing, "1990 Population and Housing Unit Counts: United States”, (CPH-2). NOTE Four errors
were discovered after the publication of CPH-2-1 from the 1990 Census. The correct 1920 count for Hawaii is 255,881; the correct 1920 count for Maryland is
1,449,661; the correct 1930 count for Delaware is 238,380; and the correct 1970 count for Alaska is 302,583.

16. Historical Census Statistics on Population Totals By Race, 1790 to 1990, and By Hispanic Origin, 1970 to 1990 Tables showing population totals by race and by
Hispanic origin. Source: Population Division Working Paper No. 56

1900 to 1990

17. Urban and Rural Populations: 1900 to 1990 [TXT 49k] Contains total and percent of urban and rural populations. Source: 1990 Census of Population and Housing,
"1990 Population and Housing Unit Counts: United States", (CPH-2); and 1980 PC80-1-1.

1940 to 1990

18. 1990 Population and Housing Unit Counts: United States (CPH-2) [PDF 17M] Includes: Housing Units (Table 17), Decennial Rates of Change in Housing Units
(Table 19), and Percent Distribution of Housing Units (Table 21). Source: 1990 Census of Population and Housing.

1950 to 1990

19. 1990 Population and Housing Unit Counts: United States (CPH-2) [PDF 17M] Includes: Urban and Rural Housing Units (Table 24). Source: 1990 Census of
Population and Housing.

1970 to 1990

20. Persons by Poverty Status Contains total population, population below poverty level, and percent below poverty.

21. 1990 Population and Housing Unit Counts: United States (CPH-2) [PDF 17M] Includes: 1990 Area Measurements, Density (Table 22); Rank by Population,
Population Change, Urban, Rural, Area Measurements, and Density (Table 28); and Rank by Housing Units, Housing Unit Change, Urban, Rural, Area
Measurements, and Density (Table 29). Source: 1990 Census of Population and Housing.

1980 to 1990

22. 1990 Population and Housing Unit Counts: United States (CPH-2) [PDF 17M] Includes: Number of Counties by Percent Change in Population (Table 43) and
Number of Counties by Percent Change in Housing Units (Table 44). Source: 1990 Census of Population and Housing.

States

1900 to 1990

http://www.census.gov/population/www/censusdata/hiscendata.html 9/13/2007
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23. Homeownership Table showing homeownership rates.

1940 to 1990

24. Housing Tables and graphs showing housing trends.

1960 to 1990

25. Income Tables showing household, family, and person income.
Counties, States, United States

1900 to 1990

26. Population Census Counts Source: The Population of States and Counties of the United States: 1790 to 1990 This report was compiled by the Census Bureau and
published by the National Technical Information Service (NTIS). It also contains a table that shows the year of the first census in which a county appeared, and the
census since which it has not had a.significant boundary-change. Notes provide information on how the county was formed, changes in the county names, and
more. The cost of the 236 page report is $35. NTIS also sells a diskette version for the same price. You can order this report by calling NTIS at (703) 605-6000
or 1-800-553-6847. '

1940 to 1990

27. 1990 Population and Housing Unit Counts: United States (CPH-2) [PDF 17M] Includes: Population and Housing Units (Table 30). Source: 1990 Census of
Population and Housing.

1960 to 1990

28. Income Tables showing household, family, and person income.
Metropolitan Areas (MAs)

1960 to 1990

29. Income Tables showing household, family, and person incohe.

1970 to 1990

30. 1990 Population and Housing Unit Counts: United States (CPH-2) [PDF 17M] Includes: Population and Housing Units, Land Area and Density (Table 48). Source:
1990 Census of Population and Housing. '

http://www.census.gov/population/www/censysdata/hiscendata.html 9/13/2007
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Largest Cities and Other Urban Places - population totals for the largest urban places in the United States

1790 to 1990

31. Population of the 100 Largest Cities and Other Urban Places: 1790 to 1990 Includes background discussion, ranking tables, and references Source: Population
Division Working Paper No. 27

32. Historical Census Statistics on Population Totals by Race, 1790 to 1990, and By Hispanic Origin, 1970 to 1990, for Large Cities and Other Urban Places in the
United States. Tables showing population totals by race and by Hispanic origin. Source: Population Division Working Paper No. 76

1980 to 1990

33. Cities with 1990 Population Greater than 100,000 [TXT 24k] Sorted by 1990 population size

34. Cities with 1990 Population Greater than 100,000 [TXT 23k] Sorted by 1980-90 percent change

Coastal Regions - counties with at least 15 percent of their land area in a coastal watershed or in a coastal cataloging unit

1990

35. Population [TXT 4k] Number of coastal counties per state in 1990

36. Population [TXT 91k] 1990 Population counts for coastal counties

1960 to 1980

37. Population [TXT 3k] Number of coastal counties per state by census year
Places

1790 to 1990

38. 1990 Population and Housing Unit Counts: United States (CPH-2) [PDF 17M] Includes: Urban and Rural Population (Table 7), and Population Rank of Incorporated
Places of 100,000 Population or More (Table 46). Source: 1990 Census of Population and Housing.

1850 to 1990

39. 1990 Population and Housing Unit Counts: United States (CPH-2) {PDF 17M] Includes Rank of 50 Largest Incorporated Places by Population (Table 47). Source:
1990 Census of Population and Housing.

http://www.census.gov/population/www/censusdata/hiscendata.html 9/13/2007
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1970 to 1990

40. 1990 Population and Housing Unit Counts: United States (CPH-2) [PDF 17M] Includes Population and Housing Units (Table 45). Source: 1990 Census of
Population and Housing.

[PDF] or I denotes a file in Adobe’s Portable Document Format. To view the file, you will need the Adobe® Acrobat® Reader B» available free from

Adobe.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division Questions? / 1-866-758-1060

Census Bureau Links: Home - Search - Subjects A-Z - FAQs - Data Tools - Catalog - Census 2000 - Quality - Privacy Policy - Contact Us

USCENSUSBUREAU
Helping You Make informed Decisions
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