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C:DO not send nuclear waste to Yucca Mountain! 

This past summer I visited the Chernobyl Nuclear Power plant in Ukraine and 
the surrounding Exclusion Zone. I saw first hand what has happened to a 
containment vessel that was designed to last thirty years: After twenty years 
of exposure to radiation and the elements, it is crumbling and must be propped 
up by scaffolding. How can we be assured that the storage containers designed 
for Yucca Mountain will not experience a similar fate? 

I also saw the disastrous results of radiation leakage--an large area eerily 
devoid of human life, small cottages with vines and trees growing through 
them, furniture left abandoned on porches. I didn't hear any birds--it was 
strangely quiet. The moss and the trees are still highly radioactive. 

But the real catastrophe is all the suffering that people of the area 
have borne, being evacuated from the only homes they ever knew, finding out 
they had cancer due to radiation exposure, dying young, losing faith in a 
system that had promised them nuclear power was safe. 

If there is a radiation leak in transporting the waste to Yucca Mountain 
or at the site itself, we will be creating our own Chernobyl Exclusion Zones 
in the U.S. That is not a future I would wish on anyone. 

I urge you to reconsider plans to open a nuclear waste facility at Yucca
 
Mountain. J
 
Kathleen M. Saul 
Graduate Student 
The Evergreen State College 
Olympia, WA 


