OCT-03~-01 04 :468P Communications & Ind. AfF BO9 3772 B328 ”.Q1

EMERGY

NORTHWEST 551253
PO, Box 968 W Richlond, Washington 99357 0963

September 27, 2001
RECEIVED

Ms. Carol Hanlon 0CT 05 2001
U.S. Department of Energy
Yucca Mountain Site Characierization Office (m/s #025)

P.0. Hox 30307 BEST AVAILABLE COPY
Notth Las Vegas, NV 89026-0307

Dear Mo Handone
SUBIECT: Siwe Suitability Recomraendation for Yucca Mountain

Energy Northwest has watched and supported the Department of Energy's twenty-year effort to
conduct site characterization studies of Yueea Mountain as a petential Iucation for the national spent
fuel repository. As this process draws to a close. we are impressed with the thorough,
tomprencnsive and objective nature of the study resuis.

The Departmens of Energy is now weil prepared to make a site suitabiiity recommendation regarding
Yucca Mountain. The length and breadth of information gathered over the past two decades clearly
supports the suitability of the site. Farthermore, independent peer review of this information also
indicates the study results are solid and contain vo issues that would disqualify the research or the
findings of the study.

Consumers of eleclticity pruduced by nuclear power have paid over $17 billion in the last twenty
years o fund deveiopment of & national repository. The many delays in establishing such a facility
have forced many nuclear operators, including Frnergy Northwest, to invest additional milions of
dollars to build temporary on-site storage for spent fuel. 1t is time to move forward as a nation to

build a permmanent repository, It is the right éiing to do for the ratepayers; it is the right thing to do
fur the ervirommeny,

The Executive Board of Energy Northwest u:ges the Depariment of Energy to make an official
recommendation on the suitability of Yucca Mountain bascd on the science and the facts of this
matter. The findings of the study and the research conducted to date should be the sole basis for the
decision. We strongly belicve (hat the creation of a safe and rcliable national repository is critical 1o
strengihening our nation's energy future, and we urge the Deparment w make 3 positive
recommendarion based cn scientific findings of fact.

Respectfully,
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John E-Cockburn an G, Gunkel
Executive Board Chairman Executive Board Vice Chairman I
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Robert Craves

Executive Board Secretary
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Executivé-floard Momber
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SRy Morrison

Executive Board Member
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Exccutive Bnnrd’ Member
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Executive Board Assistant Secretary
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Darrel Bunch
Executive Board Member
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Larry Kenney
Executive Board Member
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Executive Board Member
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RESOLUTION NO. 1209

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF YUCCA MOUNTAIN AS A
IWATIONAL REPOSITORY F(OR SPENT NUCLEAR TUEL --
ENERGY NORTHWEST

WHEREAS, the Department of Encergy has conducted a2 lengthy and thorough
suttahility study of Yueea Mountain ag a repositary for spent nuclear Mel, and

WHEREAS, the Department has also sought frequent peer reviews of this work by
regulatory, advisory and sciennific peer groups, and

WHEREAS, these peer review groups have found the Deparunent’s work 1o be
solid and have found no issues which would disqualify the research or the findings of the
study, and

WHEKEAS, a decision on site suitability could potentialiy be influenced by local
anl vational politival issues; NOW, TITEREFORE,

IT 1S RESOLVED that Energy Northwest supports an official recomimendation that
Yucea Mountain has been found suitable for use as a national repository for spent nuclear
tuel, and

IT I8 FURTHER RESOLVED that Energy Northwest encourages the Department
of Energy to make its decision and official recommendation based on scientific findings

and research in erder to establish a safe and reliable national repository.

ADOPTED by the Executive Board of Tnergy Northwest this 27" day of Scptember,

2001,
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