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Environmental Network

Uoices tor Environmental Justice Throughout Pennsyivania
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“ha Honorabe Spencer Abraham
Secretary of Enargy

1.8, Department of Energy

1000 Indepandence Ave. SW
Washington, D.C. 20686

Degr Secretary Abrahiam.

As Prosident of the Pennsylvania Environmertat Network, an organization of sver 50
WoﬁsqmupswmkingonluueuromdPA,!objmtomﬂackofpmper. reasonable notice
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high-level nuciear wesie repository. Many Penneyivanians live nedr the propesed routes the
nuclear trains wili take {¢ move radicactive wastes (o a permanent repository. And many of our
member groups have been active in nuciear transportation ineues for ysars. On August 21, 2001,
MmlmmwmmranyIntarutadparamiomdﬂwDDE’ammthmsmpmlmg
teciwical report, "Yucca Mountain Preliminary Site Suitability Evaluation.” your agency
announced it was holoing public hewings on the site recommendation of Yucca Mourtain in
Nevada between September 5th and 13th, Not only are theee hearings providad with fotally
inacequate notice, but, for pereons who will be effected by the requisite transportation of high-
tevel nuclear waste through their hometowns via rall snd read, your agency ham provided no
apportunity to comment on the sultability of the recornmendation. A few meetings in Nevada
doas not come ciose to providing en opportunity for public hearing on a project of this magnitude
and kmmenss potential danger 1o those on transportation routes throughout the county. in
addition, it is plain that the notice you provided was defective not only for being absurdly short
notice, but for providing notice to meet at a place, canceling that site, then providing another site
with an incomect acidress.  Moreover, your agency provided thak final notice of the mesting at the
wrong address on Auguat 31st, the beginning of the long Labor Day weekend, less than five days
to the meeting including the intervening weekend arnd holidey.

Finafly, i is plain from the notices your agency published in the Federal Register on August
21, 27 and 31, that the public is not clearly placed on notice that thesa are public hearings on
your agency's decision to recommend Yucca Mountain as the aite for & national high-level
nuciear waste repository.  Persons reading the notice ana given the impreasion that these are
merely hearings on the preliminary site suitability evaluation. Even then, your provision of less
than thirty duys notice from the avaiiahifity of tha 370 page evaluation and the few hearings in
Nevaca make it impossibie for ordinary citizens to have any meaningful participation in such
meetings. The notice was abaurdly short even to arrange one's schedule to attend, too far away
from moet persons who are interested due to being on the high-evel nuciear wasia transportation
routes, (oo litie iima to acquire and assimilate the substance of the 370-plus page evaluation of
the site, snd completely defactive due to the amors mentioned above.

Thera is no doubt that, no matter what provisions may be in the Nuclear Waste Policy Act,
the United Statea Constitution's Fifth Amendment protections require that persons such as
oursaives~and affected Nevadana~must have gt least reasonable notice and an opportunity to
be haard on a dacision such aa this one, a decision with vast repercussions and grave potential
dangers. Your agency's actions in this regard hava not come even close to meeting the moat
minimal conatituticnal protections of citizens' rights to due process in this instance. We are
certsin you have viclated our rights and those of the citizens of Nevads,
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We call on you to neschadule these hearinge with adequate notice and & maaningful
opportunity to be hawd by all persons who will be affectad by your agency's racommendation of
Yucoa Mountain: as the national high-leve! waste repository.

Sincaraly,
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Permeytvania Envirenmestsi Network
PO Box 82

Fombell, PA 16123
(T24)910-0000

Go:  Lake Bamett, Acting Divector
Ofhice of Clviflan Radioactive Waste Management

U.8. Department of Energy
1000 tixiapendence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20585

FAX: 202-508-2472

Carol Hanlon

U.§. Department of Energy

Yucea Mountain Site Characterization Ofiice (M/S #025)
P. O. Box 30307

Novth Las Vages, NV 80038-0307

FAX: BO0-067.0730
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